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Montalbano’s Sicily 
Meandering through South East Sicily 
 

veryone who has watched the ‘Inspector Montalbano’ television 

series can’t help but be inspired by the scenic beauty and the 

baroque towns and cities in the much overlooked region. 

 

The whole of south east Sicily was hit by an earthquake in 1693, the 

height of the golden age of the Baroque architecture. The towns 

destroyed in the quake were rebuilt in the style, hence the feast of 

architectural delights to be enjoyed.  

 

On this holiday you’ll experience imposing architecture, world class 

archaeology, hillside villages, dramatic coastlines and eclectic local 

cuisine influenced through the ages by numerous cultures.  We also 

make use of private guides in three of the Baroque cities to get the 

most out of our visits. 

 
 

Ragusa 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 
 

ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule below but please bear in mind that the order of the days can be amended or 

sightseeing/walks substituted due to weather conditions, circumstances beyond our control and local opening times. Changes may also be 

made if we or your Adagio Leader feels it enhances the itinerary. 

 

Day 1 – We fly to Catania and transfer by road to Ragusa and our  

hotel. The journey takes about 2 hours. 

 

Day 2 – We have a full day sightseeing of Ragusa Superiore and  

Ragusa Ibla.  This fascinating city is now a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site due to the abundance of Baroque architecture. As well as 

having some time with a local guide, we’ll have a light ‘tasting’ lunch. 

 

Day 3 – We head out to Syracuse for a full day visit. This former 

Greek city has a wealth of archaeological sites to explore as well as 

the charming island of Ortygia, attached to Syracuse by a small 

bridge. We will have a local guide to take us around Ortygia. 

 

Day 4 – We start in the Baroque town of Noto. A local guide will shed 

light on its fascinating history, rebuilt after an earthquake in the 

1600’s. In the afternoon we descend to the coast for a walk around 

the Vendicari Nature Reserve. Look out for flamingos in the autumn. 

              

Day 5 – Today is a free day where you can relax or explore at your 

leisure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 6 – We spend the morning in Modica where we’ll have a short  

private tour of the Bonajuto chocolate kitchens and we’ll also get to 

taste this local delicacy. Then it’s onto Scicli (pronounced ‘Shickli’) 

for the afternoon. Perhaps the most attractive of the towns we visit. It 

often appeared as a backdrop in the Montalbano programmes. 

 

 
Baroque architecture in Noto 
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Day 7 – This morning we have a short walk to the top of the Cava 

Ispica gorge and visit the museum explaining the significance of the 

gorge. We will visit one of the open-air museums. The afternoon will 

be spent visiting some of the coastal resorts such as Punta Secca, 

home of the fictional Inspector Montalbano. We also visit Castello 

Donnafugata on our return journey to the hotel. 

 

Day 8 – We return to Catania for the flight home. Depending on the 

flight time we may an opportunity for some sightseeing en route. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Ragusa 
 

he Baroque city of Ragusa is a city of two parts – the old town 

of Ragusa Ibla and the newer Ragusa Superiore. Rebuilt after  

the 1693 earthquake, this city is simply breathtaking and it’s no         

surprise that it has UNESCO World Heritage status. Layers of         

buildings cling to the side of the gorge with stunning views of the 

surrounding countryside. Baroque architecture is in abundance, 

along with numerous restaurants, bars shops and lively piazzas.  

Many scenes from ‘Montalbano’ were filmed here so followers of the 

series may recognize some of the landmarks. 

 

 

 
Ragusa 

 

______________________________________________________ 

HOTEL IL BAROCCO 

Via Santa Maria la Nuova, 1 97100 Ragusa, Italy 

Tel: +39 0932 663 105 

info@ilbarocco.it 

www.ilbarocco.it 

 

otel Il Barocco is a comfortable 3 star family run hotel in 

Ragusa Ibla.  Tucked away in a quiet location it is close to the 

Duomo de San Giorgio and ideal for exploring Ragusa. Il Barroco 

means ‘Baroque’ in Italian 

 

 

 
Hotel Il Barocco 

 
Typical room 

 

We stay in twin, double and single bedded rooms with private 

facilities. Room facilities include air conditioning, satellite TV, 

telephone and fridge. 

 

 

 
Hotel Courtyard 

 

Facilities at the hotel include a small bar breakfast room and a 

pleasant terrace. Free wi-fi is also available. 

 

The electricity supply is 230V AC with two round pin plug sockets. 
You will need to bring a European adaptor to use electrical items. 
You can find these in UK retailers and at airports. 
 

 
                                                Hotel Lounge 

 

All breakfasts and six dinners are included. Dinner on one day is not 

included to allow for personal exploration. Breakfasts will be at the 

hotel and included dinners will be in local restaurants. Please note 

that depending on flight arrival times the arrival meal may be a light 

meal at the hotel. We also include one light lunch at a local deli or 

cafe. 

 

Please note that due to the location of the hotel, coaches will not be 

able to stop directly outside but the hotel will collect our luggage. 
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http://www.casasarasa.com/
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______________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leaders 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travellers with a love for exploring and 

will help capture the true essence of the destination with their stories, 

knowledge and insights.  They are well-organised, pay great 

attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 

help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Local Sightseeing 
 

ocal transport costs and entrance fees are included in the 

holiday cost. We use privately hired vehicles and local buses.  

 

We have a wonderful programme of walking, sightseeing and visits 

planned to let you fully experience the area along with opportunities 

to relax and enjoy your surroundings. 

 

Please note that due to the unevenness of the ground on some 

walks and pavements we recommend you bring lightweight walking 

boots or sturdy walking shoes. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

What to bring…. 
 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

 

• Walking boots with a good sole and waterproof uppers. A good 

pair of walking shoes is ok if you know you have strong ankles. 

• Waterproof jacket and trousers. It does rain sometimes! 

• A sunhat and sun cream.  

• A water bottle.  

• A picnic knife, fork and spoon, as required. 

• A simple basic first aid kit. 

• A daypack to hold all the above. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 
and other important information 
 

lease make sure you are insured for guided walking below 

1000m.  Please also take your European Health Insurance 

Card (EHIC) with you - it will help in the event of an emergency.  

Please note that the EHIC has an expiry date and check that your 

card is still valid for the duration of your holiday. 

 

You should have at least 6 months left on your passport from your 
date of arrival. If you renewed a 10 year passport before it expired, 
extra months may have been added to your passport's expiry date. 
These extra months will not count. 
 
Please ensure to regularly check the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office website for updates on passport 
requirements leading up to and after Brexit negotiations or contact 
us for more assistance. 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Brexit Information for Passports: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/passportrules- for-travel-to-europe-after-Brexit 
 
Non British Passport holders should consult the host countries 
embassy for applicable passport and visa entry requirements. 

 

Advice on vaccinations is available from your GP, or can be obtained 

from the Medical Advisory Services for Travellers Abroad (MASTA). 

In addition, general travel advice is available from the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office at www.fco.gov.uk/travel. 

 

Advice on vaccinations is available from your GP, or can be obtained 

from the Medical Advisory Services for Travellers Abroad (MASTA). 

In addition, general travel advice is available from the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office at www.fco.gov.uk/travel. 

 

The currency in Sicily is the euro. There are ATM’s and banking 

facilities available in Ragusa. 

 

____________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

e fly from London Gatwick to Catania and return with Easyjet 

The  flight takes about 3 hours. 

 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your travel 

documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

 

We include return airport transfers to and from Ragusa. The transfer 

time by road from Catania Airport to the hotel is approximately 2 

hours. 

 

During the week we’ll travel on foot and by road. 

 

If you intend joining and leaving the party in Ragusa, we assume, 

unless you have advised us otherwise, that you will meet and leave 

the party at the Hotel Il Barocco.  If this is not your intention, please 

let us know in writing at least 5 weeks before departure. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

Maps of the areas we visit (1:200 000 scale) are available locally and 

at specialist map shops in the UK. The Lonely Planet Guide and 

Rough Guide to Sicily are also informative books to have.  You might 

like to read some of the Montalbano novels written by Andrea 

Camilleri (available translated into English) as many of the places we 

visit on the holiday are featured in the books. 

 

If you have a specific interest in the Baroque period there is a good 

book entitled ‘The Baroque Architecture of Sicily’ by Maria Giuffre 

and Melo Minnella. 

 

If you cannot find the maps or books locally we recommend: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn, Worcs 

WR8 0HJ 

England 

Tel: 01684 593 146  

Fax: 01684 594 559 

 

Website: www.themapshop.co.uk 

E-mail: themapshop@btinternet.com 
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____________________________________________________ 

Holiday Dates 2020 
 

Holiday: Montalbano’s Sicily 

Tour Code: 51900 

 

Departures for one week on: 

 

• 28th March 

• 15th May 

• 4th September 

• 16th October 

• 22nd December (itinerary is in a slightly different order, please 

see separate information booklet) 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 

 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Notes 
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